












In the context of research, a story is a structured narrative that 

connects data, findings, and insights to a central theme or purpose, 

engaging the audience in a way that fosters understanding, 

emotional connection, and recall. 

Data doesn’t speak for itself!

A story in this sense transforms raw information into a journey with 

purpose, showing not just what the researcher found, but 

why it matters.
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Vision

I aim to advance our understanding of chemical complexity in the interstellar medium by

uncovering how complex organic molecules form, evolve, and distribute across galactic

environments. This matters because it addresses a fundamental question: whether the 

building blocks of life emerge universally under the conditions found across the galaxy.

Contribution

My work develops and applies advanced spectral analysis approaches to detect and 

characterize complex organic molecules such as ethyl formate in interstellar gas clouds. By 

addressing signal ambiguity and noise in crowded spectral regions, I contribute to more

robust molecular identification and quantification in observational astrophysics.

Objectives

• Enhance detection limits for weak and overlapping spectral signatures

• Resolve competing chemical formation pathways in different astrophysical environments

• Integrate observational data with astrochemical modeling frameworks

• Establish a more systematic understanding of the distribution of prebiotic-relevant 

molecules in the Milky Way 

Audience: Reviewer
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Start where they are, not where you are – make it about them

(anchor in shared field, not your niche details)

Make the gap explicit

(that’s what creates interest)

Don’t oversell, but be precise

(credibility > excitement)

End with a bridge, not a conclusion

→ invite connection, don’t “close” the story

Audience: Expert at a conference



I read your recent paper on [topic] — especially your point about

[specific aspect].

In my work on [your topic], I’m seeing a related challenge: [gap].

So I’m using [approach] to look at this from [angle].

What we find is [key insight].

I’d be curious how that connects to your work.

Audience: Expert at a conference
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We know that complex organic molecules are present in the interstellar medium, but we

still lack reliable ways to detect and differentiate them in noisy and crowded spectral

data.

This limits our ability to test astrochemical models and to understand how chemical

complexity emerges in different galactic environments.

In my work, I address this by developing methods to improve the detection and 

attribution of weak molecular signals.

Drawing on my experience in spectral analysis and data interpretation, I was able to

more reliably identify molecules such as ethyl formate and distinguish between

competing formation pathways.

Going forward, I aim to systematically link observational data with astrochemical

models to better understand how prebiotic-relevant molecules form and distribute

across the galaxy.

I see a strong fit with your research environment, particularly [group/institute focus], 

which provides an ideal context to further develop and apply this approach.”

Audience: Selection Commitee
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I work on detecting very weak signals in extremely noisy

environments.

In my research, that’s spectral data from space — but the core

challenge is separating meaningful signals from background noise.

I develop methods to improve detection sensitivity and reduce

ambiguity.

This kind of approach could be relevant anywhere you deal with

complex data, for example in imaging or sensor systems.

I’d be curious if you see similar challenges in your work.”

Audience: Company Representatives
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1. Start with tension, irritation, or

something relatable

2. Define your “main character”

What are we following?

(system, question, problem)

3. Show the thinking, not just the methods

Make decisions and uncertainty visible

“We first tried… then realized…”

4. Cut to the core

1 idea I  1 approach I  1 key result

Clarity > completeness

5. Use one strong anchor

Connect to something familiar (but don’t

overload with metaphors)

6. Separate result and relevance

What did you find?

Why does it matter?

7. End with what’s next and tie to start

New question, application, or implication,        

emotional, funny ending

Audience: Visitors at the Long Night of Science
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Does the Milky Way smell like raspberries?

Imagine drifting through space… would you smell anything?

Maybe not. But here’s the twist: parts of our galaxy might, in a way, smell like 

raspberries.

Astronomers can’t smell space, of course. Instead, they analyze light from distant

gas clouds, decoding the chemical “fingerprints” hidden in it. And in one of those

clouds, they found a familiar pattern.

The molecule? Ethyl formate - one of the compounds that gives raspberries their

fruity aroma.

So no, the Milky Way doesn’t literally smell like raspberries.

But it does contain some of the same chemistry.

Next time you eat raspberries, remember:

there’s a little bit of space in them, too.

Audience: Visitors at the Long Night of Science
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