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Connect with us on 
LinkedIn

Find out more about GSO 
at gsonet.org

Dr. Birte Seffert –
Career Advice, Coaching, Workshops 

& Klaus Tschira Boost Fund
seffert@gsonet.org



Careers in
Science Communication
What’s out there 
beyond doing research? 



Click on 
the

picture to
get to the
website!

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/document/download/7da29338-37bf-4d51-b5eb-a1571b84c7ad_en?filename=ec_rtd_research-competence-presentation.pdf
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Editor

Journal 
Specialist

Scientific 
Publishing

Content 
Licensing / 
Acquisition 

Manager

Content 
Strategist

A typical workday might include…

→ Identifying emerging or high-impact topics 
that could become article collections

→ Engaging with scientific content from a 
strategy & community-building perspective

→ Recruiting co-editors & potential authors

→ Supporting & advising authors on the best 
publication route 

→ Reporting 
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Editor

Journal 
Specialist

Scientific 
Publishing

faster
pace

clear
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deadlines

focus on 
outcomes, 

coordination, 
efficiency

Content 
Licensing / 
Acquisition 

Manager

Content 
Strategist

What‘s different to
Academia?
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Scientific 
Publishing

Is this
something

for you? 

https://intersectjobsims.com/library/journal-editing/
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Courtesy of: The Visual Thinker

Courtesy of: Endosymbiont

Courtesy of:
fity.club
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A typical workday might include…

→ Discussing with clients the project & their needs

→ Identifying key points, connections, interactions & 
how to visualize these

→ Learning & applying technical tools

→ Marketing your portfolio to potential clients

→ Calculating, budgeting & accounting

Visual 
Commu-
nicator

Science 
Illustration

Corporate 
Design & 
Branding

Graphic
Designer 

or
Recorder
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Science 
Illustration
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Commu-
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bigger
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Useful
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message

creativity

affinity
to use
technic
al tools
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Is this
something

for you? 

Science 
Illustration

https://intersectjobsims.com/humanities-simulations/visualizing-data-annual-report/
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A typical workday might include…

→ Researching & assessing information

→ Attending academic & press conferences

→ Interviewing & moderating

→ Discussing with clients & stakeholders their 
needs

→ Pitching ideas to editors & news outlets

→ Writing, editing & publishing
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Writing & 
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Is this
something

for you? 

Writing & 
Journalism

https://intersectjobsims.com/library/writing-a-science-article/


GSO* - Guidance, Skills & Opportunities for Researchers e.V. | 2026 |  GSO holds all copyrights | All rights reserved

Science 
Outreach

Tour 
Guide

Public 
Engagement 

Specialist

Museum 
Education 

or
Exhibitions

Officer

Community 
Manager



GSO* - Guidance, Skills & Opportunities for Researchers e.V. | 2026 |  GSO holds all copyrights | All rights reserved

A typical workday might include…
→ Teaching & engaging with audiences

→ Developing workshops, talks, & activities for 
exhibitions, events & special programmes

→ Creating & curating educational resources &
materials

→ Evaluating impact and reporting findings

→ Applying for grants & funding
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Is this
something

for you? 

Science 
Outreach

https://intersectjobsims.com/library/event-planning/
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More on ScieComm Job Profiles

https://www.wissenschaftskommunikation.de/
https://research-careers.org/
https://www.careers.ox.ac.uk/science-alternatives
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» How do I know if 
this is for me? «

» How do I build
experience & 

visibility? «
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CO-ORGANIZE
scientific
events

find 
OPPOR-

TUNITIES

INFORM
yourself

WRITE
accessible

pieces

at your chair
or institute …

with other
students, 

PhDs, 
Postdocs

on LinkedIn,
for blogs, for 

your institute’s 
website, 

for student 
newspapers… 

write peer 
reviews,

join a writing 
club

follow & talk 
to people in 
target roles, 

attend career 
fairs, listen to 

podcasts, 
attend online 

events

check 
companies

for 
internships, 
volunteer in 
organizations, 

apply for 
fellowships

Entry Points & Career Experiments

LEARN
new skills

follow 
tutorials, 

take 
courses, 

take part in 
compe-
titions

PRESENT

at 
conferences

outreach
events, as a 
teacher & 

tutor
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